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PLATE SPORT AND PASTIME WEDN1!SDAY, MARCH 7, 15 

and '\vandereu about in the rocks and mountains for two 
days, until at length, d,iven by hunger, I returned,and 
my companions, thinking I was going mad, fO,r I spoke 
to nooe of them, went in fear of me. And so tLme went 

· on, and by degrees I began (0 get reconciled in a man-
· cer to my fate, but the chief reason of It was thlS. The 

Italia.n who. as I have said he tore, was somewhat of R 

· mineralogiSt had found gold in great quantities, and 
, l ' every day as we worked the thoug ""l t came Into my 

mind that some day I could manage to escape and 
carry oft" a good portioll of gold with me. 
religion had now become for me as a 1 here 
were only t,,·o nmoog us no"\v who ever showed any be
lief in it now we were alone by onrselves, the old Ital
ian and one or the Spaniards, the others openly Jeered 
at it: but these two were very de\-"out. 

Year by year, as t he gold for they never 
sent anv to MendozR, for ¥,rhat 'reason 1 do Dot know, so 
my determination gre\v to get away and take some of it. 
with me, hut how to do it I could not make up my'mind, 
but at length the devil came to my help, ror one night, 
as I lay thinking out different plans in my head, I sud
deu!v d :e weed that poisoned the Indian in 

me v,."o.s spent-into the kitchen and dra nk a lot of ,vine. and then as I m o ney, though \'vhat I had brought ,vith 
waited the other priest came back. He went straight w ithin the year. 
t o the chapel, and presently as lie came Dot out, I knew For four years Medina and, 1 travelled auou t together. 
be must be at prayer. I took an axe! and coming to the and saw many strange and wondrous tbiogs, and did 
door saw him OD his koees before the a.ltar, and creep- many wicked ones, until 8.t length I caught a fever in 
log behind him clove his head in two. I ,vent and sad- the lands beyond Peru and came neardving, but Medina. 
died a mule, the oast of the three, with the bddle that procured a pasc;age fot us both in a tha.t was coming 
bad been sent from Mendoza for the old priest who had down the coast to VaJparaiso, and the sea air somewhat 
just now died of his own accor-rl, and loaded up another I restored my strength, though an old wound in my side 
with provisions and the gold I had packed to take. rrhis received in a drunken brawl broke out again, and twice 
I r eck<:ned would be ",?rth .about thcusand pieces, ! before 1 vomited a great quantity of 
a. nd \Vlth- that 1 could live hke a prmce for two years I blood. Wlule lU Valvaralso I was advised to consult a 
and then come back fOl' more, and I liked this idea the i certai'o Friar w ho was skilled in medi c: iDc a.n(l bad 
better: as what I left could not be stolen, so that wha(..... cured some very bad cases, but when he saw me he told 
e r happened I was atwa..,,'s sure to have plenty. The box me at once that my days were numbered, Ilnd recom
with t.he gold I buried . me nded me to make my peace with God. r made a full 

, • • • , • • , 

(Here the piece hAd been cut out which I have already 
mentioned, and then the writing went on .. 

confession to him, only no t telling him actually where 
, the gold I had lert was hid, and be pur;uaded me to 
{ come over here and confess and bv restoring 

tbe gold make some atonement. 1 have Jone so. and 
now my time draws to an end, my hand can no longer 
shape words my mind would have Ill e write but I 
will die here, here at this t.able where I no w s it: for [ 
still have some of the poison with me. 

MII .I';s 
Lima. My mind must ba\'o got ve ry pe"vnted by this When 1 had got outside th" cavern, and wi th much 
time, or else it could never have entertilined horrible difficulty and laboul' repb-ced 1 be I bega.n to 
an idea, but I saw uOlhing horrible ill it then, for escape wonder for the fir.t lime where I had better go. I could 
meHllt to me liberty and riches. Kext day, without say- not return to Mendoza for fear of being recognised, for What a strange confession, what a curioLls life. 1 
ing anything to anyone, I \Vellt out on the mountains to though it was fifteec years since. I left the thought to myself a8 1 finished, reading, Rnd s9:t waiting 
look for the plant tbat I had used once by mistake, but! th ere, and my beard had grown lllgh upon two feet In for P",il"e Anselmo to return. Those dark stalDS on the 
which I Il')W intended to use as the key to open the' length some one would recognise me, or else the mules, paper must be the blood be \vrites of. when he had the 
door of my After much trouble I found it. but as these had not long been brought from there, to re- cougbing tit and broke the blood vessels. Then this 
had to .wait time before ,1 could make the tincture ; place whieh we firs t brought with us, and \vhich man and Mairnai's great ·grandfat her must ll&ve oeec 
I re9ulred . fur we all t?ok It by turns to cook, ; had died more than fh'o ycars .ago. To the ea!'"t here about the same time, and probabl.V nOf so very far 
cookmg for a week at a [Jme, as IIOlle cared to do this ' :::;outh I could not go, fo r the plams and forestS were s!ud away from one another and had tbose o ld Welshmen 
work a)ways. and my turn had JUSt gone by. At last. to be inhabi ted by wild . tileD, and those T dreaded to met r the priest3 there have Leeu no Arancano 
however, my t urn came round again, and one \vhile meet. There 'Y.,TA.S on1:y one wa:( open to me :lnd th at fOT thoy w ould mo ... t likely hav e back to 

the others WE're out! I made wha.t J waHted1 and put I the mounttuns1 and thlS chan ce I resolved to clvdlsatl:)D together aDd ueen by the Spalliar..i.s 
It ill a small bottle, wInch I carefully r.oncealed. nsk-for mdeed there was no other. A.,G regard.'? my for berehcs, and as I. snt there thmkin!2; all these queer 

But now a great uneerlainty came over me. What i.f clothe" 1 had nothing to fear. for wh en we se?t w?,rd to things I fell asleep. _ 
the stuff \-..-('r6. of thepropt·r strength; I should f&:Il i Me nn?za that we had gold aDd \vere gOlOg \,If the : H ow long] slept 1 don't know, but it rnu.""t have been 
and Ru,rely be and then '! But I must n?tfaLl, I Supenor uS lase, winch he seemed very gla.d to do) i some t ime, fur when 1 w oke the mall llscript on the 
any I made !lllght ,'ost me not my .l lberty I to. work tt. they bad sent ttS l' lothes such ,as Hoor, the cat was a s leep on my lapl anu t h e Padre wa.s 
but my late. and : cUrIous ly .cno?gh, my life wlHch for j lllmerS wore. ilDd 1 was now clothed In a coarae shirt. stilnding there looking tH me. 
many years 1 hat!. held uut w - light eR teem now bad be· I and trousers, hat and boo ts, so that llnles."I I came Rcross J jurnped up at aflJ holding out IDY hnll tl. sa id : 
come valuable . For 1 held iD my hand tlle lives of one who actually knew me, no one wOllld 6ye.r " Padre, I'm sorry for what 1 said this I still 
oth£'r me-n, and gold enough to euable me to lead a life have taken me for the 1,'.leal1 sha\-eu, becowled .TesUlt l think y ou have treated m e badlv but J WR:; \.vronO' to 
of luxury in the w?rld of which I knew so little. I was : priest [ \vas \vhen I liveu among mC',D . I have time I to YOIl as 1 , I:> 

now by my l'{'cl\omng fort.y-seven old, but I was to tell :vhat happened to mE', how I got the ,: 1 ou are a true Engli.shUlRIl, I see," .':;aid he s miling. 
healthy ani moreover, bY,t h u:I I had learnt i I IlOUDtalns and .on to the .'.jea .'ihorp, uud of my weal'Y " quick to resent a fan c ied wrong, willing to ma.ke 
to S(;o tI at religlOn lik e other fIve pnests. I ma.rch north I,ll seArch of B; town - but at last I g ot amenJs , but si t down again aud 1 will expbin. First of 

,young tt,l e fine mUSlC of the org.an, t.he boys ' vOices . 0l?e III h ill.';;. t he people cal led a ll you wrong m e as muc h a..I;J you t hink I ins ulted you, 
smglllg, the IUcense, anu of the Lt '\ aJley ot Paradlse H e re j put lily bu t tha t is na.tural, Yotl are. of cou rse, ignorant of the 

knelt In ,lOspU"ed With a . mules a.t a and With a handfu l of 1I) my uDder whi ch w.e live, now le t me t.ell you! r 
certRlO awe whlc b 1 too k to be religiOus but pocket 1 sallle,.j out to buy clothes. 1 soon found d id not Cllt out those hn es in S CRttoU 'S cOll fessi on' that 
hE."!e fifteen .long at toil and realities had long : a .Jew ,w ho dealt in hand (· '.o th es and anti was done by Fray Dionisio, our librarian, and by 
t1.nven such Ideas out ot my hea(l. should we con-I fro lll hUll, for about fi\'e times .thelr, 1 procllrf'd my orders, but .in with he Te

unuaJ1y pray for others and get notll111g ourselves? I very good clothes a nd a stnught lol,edo. sword, cel\'ed when thIS, With other manuscnpts, we re commit
saw 1 had a fool, 1 h.ad thrown away my flod when r h ad had my anJ 1J:1.1r tnmmed, ted to his charge . No sec ret belongipg t.o us is allowed 
youth for a de.l,":sloD, b,Llt now I Will to the wO.rld f, th)ught I pa:-ts I staye 1 t ,) the door of the library where these t hings are 
anu see SOllle tfilng of itS pleasure. \\ ould Ihat Medina I tor n week, and 10 that titHe had found IU efl.flS w ,·-ha.uge ke pt, uuless under cove r and our offic ial sea.l fo r trans

here now . Verily, the devil had got full possess- my rough g old into coin, though instead o f having t·v,o mission to some other pla.ce. Of course, I \mew quite 
10n of my soul, aDd rllllen my eyes. t tbous and pieces, as I had expede(l, I that . '- had well of the existence of this treasure w.t.cn I as ked you 

But now events hurried my a ctlODs, and If I would be . bare ly t wel ve hundred , but of course. I was to make me t he pla.n, and by my telling YO Il that that 
.aod free I must waste no The old priest fell for I dare not take my to any bank , a!"l they might plan wa...:; worth between Lli\(X)() and to us you 

III of a fevAr j he was no\\' vergmg on seventy years, me awkward and If 1 l10t RUS\Ver can see 1 meant to tell y ou more. Only .vou flew into a 
and saw ha would die. And I the.n came to see sabs fadorily they Jlught keep flnd more- pa..')sion before 1 had time to explain anything." 
that If, he dled and I was alon e wlth the over lock me up. So of a necessIty I dealt With .Jew, " I see you are somewhat of an artist," I !-laid, pointing 
those five wbo scoffed at. religlOll would probably kId and anyone know:; \\'.ho, has evor dea.lt wlth those to three large sketc hes over the lTIllutelpiecA. 
me a.t;d t.he devout Spaniard! a?d reap the RVanCIQUS people, always eomes off worst. , .: Yes, " he .. r am very fond of s ketching 
benent at our 6rteen years of l Oll. so I determmed to act But I consoled myse lf \nth the tbought t hat '.d W H that when 1 have tune. 
at once and try my poison. was spent I could go for 1110 re. . ... Hut did you do this, I a.sked, pointing to a. 

The de.vil , who is e ver watclllng, ,soon foun.1! m? an lOne night R.S I was \valking b,':' outsklrts of the very pen ami ink skec( 'h of th e Co loseum by 
opportumty. One day as I \va.'J cookmg, the RIX pnests . tOWD, I heard suudenly the c)ashmg- of steel and several moon lIght, 
being do\vn by the lak e and the old man lying ill in his Berce outhE-l ill Spanish 110 creepiog through some bush eR .. 1 did all the things y ou see in hoa se when I 
room, the Indian came the kitchen where I was. He to ,\'here soundfi calne from,.r sa",: t\yo. mell left Europe. 1 brought not.hing with JUe. All these t.hing:;; 
had learnt to speak Spamsh hy this time, and was very cuttLUg and thrushog at one another wlth eVident llltent a.re done from memor.,·.·' 
useful, but whenever he got a chance he would get on one another's lives, and as I looked I saw that one of And then 1 walke<i acro&l:' the room and poi nted to the 
drunk. and 1 detormined to try my poison on him. 1 them was myoid friend -Medina, I saw also that he little picture ..... ith the :5 ig- uatllre. 
waited until I saw the others returniog, and when they y·;ounded in tho arm and was getting the of .. This then should be your na me ,. I .. but bow 
were wi thin hundred. yards .from the door I sai.a.: , it, so how had once saveu my life ,I can t hat be when I beRnl years ago that you 
u \Vol1Jd you h ke some WIDe, J08e/' for so we had chrts- stepped qUletl.v from be hmd my shelter Iln(! dea.lt were long since dead aud 
tened him. His eyes glittered, and lie said si." antagonist B. blow bebind the ear whic h felled hlID to .. By he said , but <1,S he spoke l saw th.at he 
" Then I will give you some," I said, •• but then you go the ground. Medina immediately ran his sword through bad gro\\'n very pall'. .. And yet," he \\'eot ou calmly 
straight out and m eet the Padre!'1, and carry in the fish his body twice as he lay there helpless. and t.hen,. hold · taking down the pichtre from the \\·all. ... I don't 
they have caught." So I ponred some into a. cup. and ing the point in m;y du-edion, said: - " And now, :-)enot, remember haviIlg written my na.me () Il this, 
some of the poison, too, though not much, and he drank who the devil a.re .. , I pushed bac k my hat. so but s till I am glad that you, anl1 not anyhodv e i:5e, found 
it all and then went out, I watching him as he went. that the mOOD fell full on my fa(".e, and said :- " What, it . There are only two {It'ople in th e know an\'-

I saw him meet them and they gave him the fish, and don ' t you know mo Medina? Yon who traveUed fur thing- of this, a.nd they are my brother and t he head 'of 
theu anel' walkiog a few steps back he stumbled nnd I· 'with me. ilnd gavo me sw ·. h good \dlJch lour order, 1 had to for pollti l"al as w e ll a..'i rOT 

fell. They all crowded round hi.m, aod I ran out to see , would nol heed." ftlmily reasons, so r di€tl :\s ! h;",-,e snid, aod buried 
the effect of my poiSOD, but wlleu r got there he was .. ; How could I recognise my o\"n suc king do,'e, lily , by proxy, aucl then efun n out hore. And ( am gure you 
dead. Then 1, Himulating a great fear, cried aloud : pet lalllb, my !S mooth-fReed .Tesuit he will r espect my secret, thOll ::;h 6Vt'n wen' you not to, no 

death! t}l e bJack death!: I SB,\V thousands die of with a roar of Ja.ughter, -' ,,"hen I blln (lresseti one \\'o\\l(l believp YOll. A ll Truly is that [am 
Jt In England \vhen 1 ,vas a boy. and no\\' we shall all t hat, knocking dO'wn R man as though he were a .klttle dead." 
die here like rats in a hole," and \\-'itb that 1 ran off to OD the greene. So you have taken my advice at last, 
the house, amI they aftel' me in great terror. and changed your eil!=)sock for a velvet I·.oat, YOllr (',ruI'ifix 

That night the old Padre died, w nieh made ma.tters a blade, ami VO llr bea.ds for bullets, for no t that a 
worse for them, and the five prayed alld blasphemed the pistol 1 'ep- sticking in YOllr belt ? (}od. t rut,h, but if 
who le nigh t long, which so affected the Spaniard, who this ge ntleman has the masms we w ill IIlake- a night of 
was really uevout, that he went out alone, and 1 Raw it, aml the girls of the valley of Paradis4.J arc as lovply 
him no more t ill next day. And that eight I poisoned as yonr favourite pictures of the Yirgin. " An(l with 
those five priests, llnd,.lald them all on their beds, so that that he beO'an to l'an:;l\('k till' podn' tH () ( man had 
should the other come he would think they slept. slain. t'> 

And thE'D taking a light descended into the cellar, and ,: Ho\\,' no\\',', I ask('d, "haye :vou turnell 
'haying spread a rug on the floor broke open the eighteen lIlan?" . 
cases, and piled the gHttering lumps on it. I laughed . 1 Na.y. call things h.v prettier he replied. 
aloud as 1 plunged my haml. into it, letting it run strongly suspected this gentleman of having hi" pockets 
through my 1inge rs ; this meaut Hberty :llld riches. So well lined, and as mine were e lllpt.\" I asl,et.i hilll to sllart', 
l .began to carr}' it upstairs, but found I could not pos - but he so we fell. HIt, lif him , 
slbly carry it all away with me, for the three mules but we have taught. I l ilt l jHannCl'.:i, and hp no longer 
wuuld not l,e,r the load, RO 1 found a good sized box and refuses." 
d llg a hole, and. tilled it to the brim. and still there was Ho IIJlln(l a hunclrel l anti twu ,)f lJil tll\! 
a goor! quantity lef[, as much us I could carry. Hut I luan we killed and ring .... and tben we left hilll anti 
aloee, of all living men, knew tne Wily into that valley, back to the t uWil and spent tilt' nig-ht drinking. 
aOll 1 could come ha.ck wheu )' wanted more. J put Fr')IH that d9.y \\'R bfW :llllC companions, and I twlpell 
baek the stone over the m ou th of the eelhn, aud \,'ent him in IIUl-O)' wit'ko,l r(1 :'o! ('S, awl nt,,'e r \\'l1.llh·d I'tH 

• -, 
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davs latpr J left to r Rio Cuarto almo$t. well 
• 

ag aill . 1 wa:-; [ c0 uhl noL go with him, but I re· 
a letter asking' me t o go to San JUA.ll a.bout some 

cattle . and 1 could ll O·t well refusf'. Aud 1 halve never 
see u ei ther him or Bl'andon since. though 1 g\)t .... everal 
It',ttel's from him, lie married Luey Ashrorth abollt a 

after he got hOffil '. 

Of P ntts L kilO,\\, oot l1 illg, though 1 expect made 
hiS pile. Blit about eightet'n months after thiugs 
t. .t.ppf' ll etl I was iu Me lldoz;l and learnt from Dr. 
]{nighr that all t' xpedit lOo ha(l g-une down to the valley 
in t he COl'dillel'as alld back th t; bold whi(:h 
Scat ton had buri l'd. t he oOll es of the pries ts, and 
the hpll, so that tht' 111liaJts' ch,ulce of ·fi nding I Piz" 
p:lh is fllrt)wr off thall tlVe r. For the bel! th e.\' tt) 

hent' tolling·:-;ollwtilLle .... i ll the wild" o f th e 
will hear,! Ill) mo rO, B. 
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